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Citizenship is important. It is about 
belonging to a society, whether by 
birth or by choice. This makes the 
law governing citizenship one of the 
most important for any country. 


The Government of Canada is pro- 
posing a new Citizenship of Canada 
Act. If Parliament agrees, this will 
replace the current law that dates 
back to 1977. The new law will affirm 
what Canadians want citizenship to 
mean today. It will modernize our 
citizenship rules and processes. It will 
address gaps and inconsistencies in 
the current legislation. More specif- 
ically, it will establish clear, fair and 
objective criteria for Canadian citi- 
zenship. It will ensure that future 
Canadians have a link to Canada, 
and it will protect the integrity of 
Canadian citizenship. Above all, the 
new law will emphasize the values of 
Canadian society. 


A CHANGING WORLD 


Canadians have only enjoyed the 
status of citizens since 1947. Since 
then, citizenship has become an 
important part of who we are as 
Canadians. In 1977, the Government 
of Canada implemented a Citizenship 
Act, which still sets the rules govern- 
ing citizenship. However, the law 
needs to be modernized for many 
reasons. 


Strengthening the Value of Canadian 


Citizenship: the Government of Canada’s 
Plan for Modernizing the Citizenship Act 


e Our concept of Canadian citizen- 
ship has evolved. 


e The Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms affects all laws and 
government procedures. 


e Judges have made many decisions 
based on their interpretation of 
the current law that have identified 
inconsistencies and a lack of clarity 
in some areas. 


¢ Members of Parliament, commu- 
nity groups and others interested 
in citizenship issues have recom- 
mended many improvements. 


e Taxpayers want more efficient and 
effective processes for everything 
that the government does. 


MANY ELEMENTS WILL 
REMAIN THE SAME 


Many elements of Canada’s current 
Citizenship Act work well, and they 
will remain part of the new law. 


e Children born in Canada will still 
be granted citizenship automat- 
ically. 


e Children born in other countries 
to a Canadian parent will still have 
a right to Canadian citizenship. 


e Canadian citizens will still be 
allowed to be citizens of other 
countries. 


e People will still have to be perma- 
nent residents of Canada under 
the Immigration Act when they 
apply for Canadian citizenship. 


e Applicants for Canadian citizen- 
ship will still have to demonstrate 
sufficient knowledge of Canada 
and of one of its two official 
languages before being granted 
citizenship. 


THE NEW CITIZENSHIP OF 
CANADA ACT INCLUDES MANY 
IMPORTANT CHANGES 


The Government of Canada initially 
proposed changes to the Citizenship 
Act in 1998. The views of parliamen- 
tarians and other interested Canadians 
on those proposals have helped to 
refine some important changes to 
Canada’s citizenship law and 
procedures. 


Clearer Residency Requirements 


A permanent resident will have to be 
physically present in Canada for at 
least three of the six years immediately 
preceding the application for citizen- 
ship. This clarifies the residency 
requirements in the current law that 
have been interpreted more broadly 
than Parliament intended. 


A New Oath 


The new oath of citizenship will 
incorporate contemporary Canadian 
values. New citizens will swear 
allegiance to Canada and to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth as Canada’s 
head of state. The current oath, 
which dates back to 1947, does not 
mention allegiance to Canada. The 
new oath will also require citizens to 
commit to respecting the rights and 
freedoms of citizens and upholding 
the values of our democracy. 


Authority to Annul or Refuse 
Citizenship 


The Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration will have the authority 
to annul a person’s citizenship if it 
was obtained through a false identity 
or if the person was not eligible for 
citizenship under Canadian law 
because of criminal activities. This 
provision will maintain the integrity 
of Canadian citizenship by ensuring 
that only those who have a right to 
Canadian citizenship receive it. For 
exceptional cases, the Governor in 
Council will have the authority to 
refuse to grant citizenship in the 
public interest. 


Citizenship through Adoption 


Children adopted abroad will be 
allowed to receive Canadian citizen- 
ship without going through the 
immigration process. Currently, 
adopted children must be admitted 
to Canada as permanent residents 
before obtaining citizenship. 


Citizenship for Second-Generation 
Canadians Born in Other Countries 


A person born in another country to 
a Canadian is a Canadian citizen. 
When that person has children who 
are also born outside of Canada, 
those children will have to meet two 
conditions to retain their Canadian 
citizenship as adults. They will have 
to apply to retain their citizenship 
before the age of 28, and they will 
have to meet the same residency 
requirements as all new citizens. This 
change will introduce clear limits that 
are not in the current law. 


A New Administrative Process 


Citizenship will be assessed on the 
basis of clear and consistent criteria 
and tests. People delegated by the 
Minister will carry out these assess- 
ments. This simple administrative 
system will replace the current quasi- 
judicial process. Citizenship commis- 
sioners (currently citizenship judges) 
will continue the practice of presiding 
over citizenship ceremonies, and will 
act as ambassadors of citizenship at 
community events. 


A New Review Process 


People who are refused citizenship 
and who want the decision reviewed 
will have two options. First, applicants 
can ask the Minister to review the 
facts that led to the refusal and, upon 
review, the Minister may overturn the 
decision. Second, applicants can have 
recourse to a judicial review where a 
federal court judge will hear the case 
and, if the refusal is found to be 
inappropriate, the judge will request 
a new decision from the Minister. 
This change will make the appeal 
process simpler, less expensive and 
faster than the current system. 


CITIZENSHIP — CELEBRATING 
CANADIAN VALUES 


The proposed new Citizenship of 
Canada Act will strengthen the value 
of Canadian citizenship by modern- 
izing our citizenship law and 
processes. 


The new act does more than clarify 
and address issues in the current law. 
It ensures that our Citizenship Act 


e reflects what Canadians believe 
citizenship should mean; 


¢ promotes loyalty to Canada; 


¢ promotes respect for our rights 
and freedoms; and 


e celebrates what it means to be a 
citizen of Canada. 


ENQUIRIES 
Montreal, call (514) 496-1010 
(416) 973-4444 


(604) 666-2171 


Toronto, call 
Vancouver, call 


If you are anywhere else in Canada, 
call toll-free 1-888-242-2100. 


Visit our Internet site for up-to-date 
information on the Citizenship of 
Canada Act: http://www.cic.gc.ca 
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